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VI H. An Account of a Gall- Bee , and the Death - 
Watch. By Mr. Ben;, Allen, 

The Gall-Bee. 

IN thofe Galls which came to me by the Name of 
Aleppo-Galls, which the Infeds had not eat their 
Way out of, I found one fort of Bee, refembling the 
fmall fort of our wild Bees which Earth ,• they have long 
Wings, a deep Belly, and on the Back near the Comif- 
fure to the Body, it is of a greenifh black, the reft red- 
ifh, near a Cinnamon Colour, the Belly thick and deep. 

Theft Galls were very gummy, and the Cavity round 
them was fo extreamiy gummy, that not the leaft room 
or entrance of it appeared, though the Bee was beginning 
to make its way out. Some of the Galls had a Stem to 
them, and may give fome Light to the reafon of Life, 
that the Atmofpherical Air is not neceffary to the EfTence, 
before the Organs of the Body are employ 'd ; but that 
that is maintain' d by a fubtiller Air, that pervades more 
minute Pores, as it is conveyed to Fifh through the 
Water, &c. Fide Figure r. 

But this is not the only Infe£b that I have found in 
Galls, for the greyer fort, not fo rich in Gum: I have 
found a finall Ichneumon of a bright Green. 
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An Account of the Scarabseus Galeatus Pulfator, 
or the Death-Watch ', ta^en Augufr. 1695. 
by Mr. Benjamin Allen. 

'"TpHe Second Animal I obferv'd (Ft J. Fig. 2, 3, 4.) 
JL is a Death- Watch j I have taken fome before this, 
it is that which makes a Noife refembling exa&ly that 
of a Watch ; it is faithfully the very fame, and liv'd Four 
Days with me, beating exa&ly, for [ took two, I fiip- 
pofe one was the Female, that is only Conjecture. 

I took one fome Years fince, which I then trac'd by 
the Noife, as I did this, and were both the fame ; I 
fhew'd it to Mr. Ray while it was alive and did beat. 

This fmall Beetle, which makes a Ticking or diftincl- 
Beating, refembling the Noife of a Watch, being 
rarely heard, and not known, has obtain'd the Name of 
a Death- Watch, which yet I have known to be heard by 
many, where no mortality follow'd ; and particularly 
by my felf, who have taken Two of the fame, Seven 
Years fince, without any Death following that Year. 

This Beetle I found in a Copper Body, it refembled 
dry Dirt in Colour. I found another, fome Years before, 
on a rotten Poft ; and made the Noife like a Watch, by 
beating its Head on the Subject that it finds fit for Sound, 
this found in Auguft, 169?. had another anfwer'd it in 
the fame Room, and after a Minute's diftincl: Beating, 
would forbear for the other to anfwer ; which the other 
(ingle one would not ,• though that would make fome 
Breaks now and then. The Part it beats with is, the ex- 
tream Edge of the Face, which I may call the Upper- 
Lip, the Mouth being protected by this Bony Part, and 
lying underneath, out of view. 
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It was Two Lines and a half long' (calling a Line the 
eighth part of an Inch) the Colour a dark brown, with 
Spots, fome lighter, irregularly plac'd, which would not 
rub off readily. They leem'd to lye rather athwart the 
Back, and direct on the Bead; as in the (mall Figure, 
which is much of the fame Size with it, and the Macula: 
are defign'd for thegreyim Spots.Under thePagin<e are the 
pellucid Wings, and the Body is of a Pullous Colour .The 
Head appear'd large, by reafon of a large Cap or Helmet 
which cover'd it round, only at the Ear turn'd up a little; 
from under this appeared theHead,which was flat and thin; 
The Eyes forwards ; the Lip hard and (hining ; the Ears 
of the Helmet greyilh. Two Antenna proceeded from 
under the Eyes, which, by their meeting on the Breft, F 
conjectured toaflift their Feeding, and to be rather Pro- 
bofces j and the Helmet to be turn'd up for Hearing- 
fake, and the Belly plicated as other Beetles. 

The other Beetle that anfwered it was lefs, and the 
Marks on the Back not fo diftincl". 

By the Microfcope I difcovered the Marks to be thick- 
fet Spots of Hair, of a Caftor Colour ; the Head all hairy, 
and Face thick of curl'dHair.On theBelly was a little but 
thin fet Hair. The Eyes appeared large, as in the Figure, 
The Superficies confuting of many finall Squares fur- 
rowed deep between, and thefe lay in Lines tranfverfly 
defending toward the Nofe : Theft Eyes were not mo- 
vable but contiguous to theFace without anyCavity to re- 
ceive them ; and they were very opake.The^»/£»»<£ pro- 
ceeded from under the Eyes; the firft large Joynt ha- 
ving a Cavity, out of which it proceeds at the fides of 
the Lip. Between the Eyes the Face rifes in a little 
Ridge, which is the Nofe, and is fignified by the light 
part of the Face under this crooked Line — S<-m which 
is made by the Shade of the Nofe that protuberatcs un- 
der it. And juft below the Noftrils are cover'd by ftrait 
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pendulous Hair v proceeding from the lower Ridge of the 
Nofe : Under this Hair the Cavity is dark : Below the 
Nofe the Lip- (hades (hew the more depreft places: Un- 
der this Lip are vifib'e four Forcipes to lay hold on its 
Food, two of each fide, as in the Figure. 

See the Figures, the l$rgeft of which is drawn with the 
help of a Microfcope. 



IX. An extraB of a Letter from Dr. Robert 
St. Glair, to Dr. Rob. Hook, F. K. & giving 
an Acconnt of a very odd Eruption of Eire 
Wit of a Spot in the Earth near Fierenzola 
in Italy, with an eafyCantrivance of a Lamp 
to be k$pt always full rvhiiji it bums. 

SIR, 

HAving lately had an Obfervation communicated to 
me by my Brother, which he made when he tra- 
velled through Italy lad, differing from any I have hi- 
therto met within Natural Hiftories, I prefumeyou may 
think it not unfit to be communicated to the Publick, 
and fo give it a Place in the next Philofophical Tranfacli- 
ms. It is this : On a fide of one of the Appenine Moun- 
tains halfway betwixt Bologna and Florence, near a Place 
called Petra Mala, about Five Miles from Fierenzola, 
there is a Spot of Ground about three or four Miles dia- 
meter, which incedantly fends up a Flame rifing very, 
high, without Noife, Smoke or Smell ,- yet it gives a 
very great Heat, and it has been obferved to be thus in 
all times, except of great Rains, which put it out for a 
time,- but when that is over it burns with greater Vi- 
gour and Heat than before: the Sand about it, when 
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